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CITADEL.

on an almost perpendicular line of rocks, where the walls
need be less strong. On the west and northwest there were
triple walls, for here the lay of the land demanded strength.
On the north and south were double walls, on the east but
a single one. The citadel had accommodation for fifty thou-
sand souls. The temple, used as a redoubt, could hold one
thousand men.

The walls were built of huge blocks of tufa, protected
from the elements by bitumen, jointed and cemented. They
were over thirty feet thick and nearly fifty feet high. The
three lines had each the same profile. Three hundred ele-
phants, four thousand horses and twenty thousand foot could
be housed in them. In these walls were double vaulted pas-
sages, used both for storage and barracks, and intended as
well to break the vibration of the blows of rams. The tow-
ers were usually of four stories. Along the wall was a ter-
race thirty feet wide. The thickness of wall slopes and ditch
was nearly six hundred feet. Eecent excavations prove the
accuracy of the description of Appian. The construction of
these walls goes to show great military skill among the Car-
thaginian engineers, as well as great ability in the builders.
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